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R. GEORGE BUCHANAN was a Scotſ- 
| man born, and though of mean parentage, n 
great progreſs in — As for his under- 
ſtanding, and ready wit, he exceeded all men then alive 
in that age, that ever propoſed queſtions to him. He was 
— ſervant or teacher to K. James VI. as his private counſel- 
8 lor, but publickly he acted as his fool. e 


- 1. It happened one day, that a young airy nobleman 

went into the king's garden to pull à flower for a young 
lady he fancied. George followed at a diſtance; ſo when 
the young man found a flower to his pleaſure, he would 
not pull it himſelf, but to find it again, without further 
ſearching. he covered it with his hat, and went away fſoer 
his fweet- heart: No ſooner was he gane, but ap, goes 3 
George, lifts his hat, pulls the flower, then eaſes himſelf „ 
on the ſpot, and covers it with the hat again, and away. _. 
838 In comes the young man, leading his ſweet= 


heart to pull the flower below the hat: but as ſoon as he 1 
- lifted the hat, aps ſaw what was below ; he looked like 
a fool, The lady flies in a paſſion, off ſhe goes, and ne- | 


ver would countenance him any more. The young man 
being ſadly vexed at this affront done to him by Gorge, 3 
ſent him à challenge to fight him, 1 ad. 
2 where they were to meet. Being to fight on horſes n. 
back, George gets an old ſtiff horſe, and, for harnaſſmgg 
covers him about with blown bladders, with a little mall =; i 
- ſtone in each, without either ſword or ſpear, away to the 
field he goes, where the duel was appointed; fo when _ 
George ſaw his enemy. coming againſt him, all in glitter- | 
ing armour, armed with {ſword and ſpear, he rode up tio 
him with all the ſpeed his horſe could carry him, 3 his 
horſe, as ſaid is, being all covered over with bladders, © ©. 
the ſmall {tones in them made ſach a terrible noiſe, that 
the gentleman's fine gelding would not ſtand the battle. 
but fan away, and threw his maſter to the ground, which | 
cauſed all the ſpectators to laugh and ſay, the gentleman © 
was more. fool than George. The gentleman being ſo _. # 
_ enraged at this ſecond es, he would fight with _, } 


_ George on foot; but his friends perſuaded him that it 


> off 


— Te W177 BAPLOITS. 
would be no honour for him to fight and kill the king's 


night cauſed a deep pit to be made, and the earth of it 
carried away, afterwards filled it up: with dung from 
privy, covered it over with a green turf, 40 that it might 


fool, and far leſs to be killed by the fool; ſo they were 
adviſed both to agree. But the gentleman would tfy ano- 
ther exploit with George, for to have it ſaid, he was ſtill 
the clevereſt man, to hold him a jumping bout publickly 
the next day thereafter. With all my heart, ſays George, 
and we wilkend in and about where we began; they not 


knowing his meaning in this. The plac and hour being 
fer where they were to meet next morning, George in thè 


— 


* 
- 


1 not be known by the other ground: So according to pro- 


1 


* 


miſe, they both met in the 1 2 the time ap- 
pointed: Now George being the oldeſt man, and by them 
counted the greateſt fool, the ygung man permitted him to 


jump firſt, which he according to order, performed; and 

2323 within a foot of the place where the ground was 

- tallifieds: the young man ſeeing this, made his Performance 
_ afterwards: with great airs and all his might, ſo that he 

jumped a foot over George, but to his oxters mong clean 


dung; whereat the whole multitude of ſpectators cried out 


| with huzzas and e e Now, ſays George, I told you, 
mie would end in and about where wie began, and that is in 
clean ditt. . ee e ee 


On a time after this, the king and his court were going 


* n 


| into the country and they would have e to ride Be. 
fore them in the fool's dreſs, whereunto 
| Willing. but it was the king's pleaſure z ſo George was 
mounted upon an old - horſe, a pair of old riven boots, 
Wich the heels hanging down, a palmer coat patched over 
with pictures of divers kinds, George rode before them in 
this poſture, which cauſed great laughter and diverſion, 
until they came unto an inn where they alighted for to 


dine; and in the time they were at dinner, George went 


into the ſtables, and with a knife cut all their horſes 


.chafts, not ſore but fo as they might bleed. Now as, 


I Joon as dinner was over, and they mounted on their horſes 
ga again, George riding before them as uſual, in his palmer 
Coat and old boots, they began to make their game of 


him, then George turned about ſuddenly, and clapping 
His Bar 4 wirk a loud laughter, the king alked him what 


OY made him laugh fo ; laugh, carbs George, how: cant 


« 


their peace? O my o- 
i vereign, 


\ 


e ſeemed un 
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s Nvereign ſays he, don't you ſee how your horſes have rent 
re all their. chafts laughing at my old boots; then every man. 
o- Mlooking at his horſe's mouth, they were all in a rage a» 
ill gainſt George; the king cauſed him to be diſmounted di- 

yy Nrectly, and charged him never to let him ſee his face on 

c, Engliſh ground. Now George knowing that nothing could 
ot Mreconcile the king at this time, he came away to Scotland, 
ig and cauſed make him a pair of great boots, and put a 
1e quantity of Scottiſh earth in each of them, and away he 

it oes for England to ſee the king onee more. He — 2 
a the king and his court were to paſs through a country vil- 1 
at lage, George places himfelt up in an old window, and ſet 
Js up his bare arſe to the king and his court as they paſled _ 
by. The king being greatly amazed to- ſee ſuch an unuſual 

m honour done to him, was curious to know the performer; 
0 ſo he called unto him, aſking him to come down, and. 
d finding it to be George, Sir, ſays the king, Did not 1 
s charge you never to let me ſee your face again? True my 

& ſovereign, ſays George, for which I let you ſee may arſe... - 
ie Ay but, fays the king, you were never'to come on Engliſh 

h ground again: Neither I did, ſays George, pulling off his 
it boots before the king, ſaying, Behold, my ſovereign, it is 
1, all Scots earth I ftand upon. The king and his court being 
a ſo diverted with this merry joke, George was admitted a- 
gain to the king's favour. | OE, 0 OR WES 


— 


After this, there aroſe a debate betwixt the king and te 
queen about votes in the parhament ; as the king had two ; _ 
votes, the queen would have one, and would needs be a 
parliamenter, or no peace without the preferment; this 
matter was committed to George by the king; 1o it was 
agreed with the ee that the queen ſhou 
admitted into parli 


was & HR - 


iament for a da ; and accordingly ne 
came, and was received with all the honour and congratu- 
lations which were due and becoming her high {tation : but 
before any matter of conſequence was brought to the board, 
George ſeated himſelf hard by the queen's ſeat : all being 
filent, he roſe up very quickly, and lifted one of his legs, 
and then gave a great fart, which ſer the whole bouſèe a 
laughing; whereat the queen was. greatly offended,” er- 
ing, Go take the rogue and hang him; to which George 
anſwered, a fine parliamenter 8 to hang a man for j 
2 ſinleſs infirmity and that's a fart. The queen being ſa - | 
enraged at this affront put en her firſt propoſal at pax. 
Lament went off in a baer and never would count. 
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: FB Judge if ſuch women be chaſte complete, 


EY When he ended with theſe words, * The greateſt whore 
mould throw the firſt ſtone, every one put it to another 
0c caſt the firſt ſtone; but knowing they would attaig the 


he op the French king not knowing how to pick a quarrel 
Vit 5 


.. _ - follows, Will I come? Will I come? Will I come!“ Thi 
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' nance them any more. But 5 to be wget on George, 
' the would never give the king reſt till he delivered up 
CONE into her hands, that he might be puniſhed at her 
pleafure; which the king accordingly commanded to be 
done, knowing that George would reſcite himſeif by ſome 
intrigue or other. No ſooner was he delivered into her 
hands for to be at her diſpoſal, but ſhe and her Maries pro- 
nounced his doom, which was as follows: © As he had af- 
* fronted the queen among ſo great an equipage, who ohght 
© to be honoured in chief, and above all women in the na- 
© tion, that he ſhould be ſtoned to death by the hands of 
women.“ Now his time being come that he was to die, 
according to their appointment, he was taken into a park, 
Where a great number of women was waiting upon him, 
with their aprons full of ſtones, to fall upon him, and to 
put him to death,” according to the queen's appointment. 


His Speech to his Executioners. 


1 | | 

Here's a female band, with bags of (tones, | 
To kill a man for rumple grones, < - LR | 
*. '*'Pm clean of rapine, b oe: and thefts, * 
© © © Could 1 convert my farts to rifts? — 4 4 
Since 1 the firſt for farting die 3 
Cloſe up the place from whence they ff: 6 

. 


Jo commit my crime, I think ye ſcarce, 
ane bu do cork up your arſe, _ 
And now ſince women ſtones do carry, 

Mien need not in the world tarry. © — 


Es © With forty-{tones between their fest!! | 
. tis ſo. ye will come nu, | 


character of a whore for ſo doing, they all refuſed till the 


7 


wem, and by ſuch means gained his life, 


Aſter this he was admitted to the queen's favour and 
Preſence, attending the court as formerly. About this 


erer ens yg wee mG 


ath Great Britain, ſent à letter to the king, defiring it 
to be read before the parliament, and the Writing was. as 
8 
letter 
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man, the king moſt furiou b 3 
now? To which he anſwered, He had only throw the 
Scotch biſhop's hat over the bridge, which made the king 
hand, than he ſaid, Indeed, my fovereign, I threw his hat - 
ſays the king, thou wilt never give over till thou be hang 
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etter being 
read over before the Kiog and his nobles, they all condeſ- 

d t ent as an anſwer; but George, 
ſmiling and ſhaking his head, cried ou, 


Many men, ing minds 
Who knows what he deſigns ? „„ 


then go back in a friendly manner 1 — vou are going to 


efore he have 8 2 5 
ark anc 


expected; ſo the enmity he intended was extnguithed- _ - 


OF 


= 


f Was à dead 
* aſked him what he had done 


to laugh, to hear him aſk a 88 for ſach-a ſmall fault; 

but he had no ſooner gotten the pardon ſealed by the king's 

over the bridge, but his head was in it. Geordy, 3 
ed. 


vo 
: 

; 
1 
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Aſter this, a noblem an in England agreed with the 
king, how to put a trick upon George, to try his man, 
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cgourage, in ſending him to 4 certain houſe for a bag of 
Z __—_ his. way home through St. James? park, they 
cCauſed a ſturdy fellow, to go and fet the way upon him, 
and take the money; he, being armed with {word an 
paiſtol, came up briſſcly, and attacked George with theſe 
Words, © You, Sir, deliver what money you have, ↄr you 
dare a dead man. To which George anſwered, Sir, I 
© have money indeed, but it is not my own, and I am ſor- 
ry to give it; nevertheleſs, ſince I am not armed as 1 — 
are to exchange blows for it, you ſhall have it; but 
pray, do me the favour, to fire your piſtol through the 
lap of my cloak, that the owners may ſee I have been in 
8 i, of my life before I loſt the money; which he 
accordingly performed. No ſooner had he fired it, than 
George whips oũt his hanger from below his cloak, and 
with one ſtroke cut off his right hand, wherein he held his 
ſword, ſo that both his ſword and the hand fell to the 
2 but George lifted his hand, and carried it to the 
ing. No ſooner did he come before them, but they aſk- 
ed him, laying, Well George, did ge ſee any body * 

trouble you by the way? No, ſaid he, but one fello 
© who was going to take the maar from me; but I made 
him give me. his hand he would not do the like again.” 
'* You did,” ſays the fellow's maſter : Les, I did, ſays 
e George, Let works bear witneſs,” throwing down the 

|  * - fellow's band upon the table before them all. 


Now this laſt exploit of George's cauſed many of the 
Engliſh to hate him, and amongſt the reſt, a young noble- 
man fell a joking of George, in ſaying, He would be as 
famous a champion for Scotland as. Sir William Wallace 
eas, Ay, ay, ſays George, William Wallace was a 
I brave-man in his time.“ True, indeed, ſays the other, 
5 But When he came to London, we did him all manner of 
£ juſtice and for honour of the Scots, we have his effigy in 
- © the ſhite - houſe to this very day. And do you not know 
© the reaſon of that? ſays George: No, I don't ſays he: 
Well, I will tell you, ſays 2£OTREs he was ſuch a terror 
to the Engliſhmen when he was alive, that a ſight of him 
yet makes them beſhite themſelxes. ngliſh took 


— anfwer as a great affront, and orbit cauſed Wal- 

lace s picture to be taken out of that place.. 
There was a e girl in love with a Scotſmnan, 
Aud peditioned bim ſeveral times to marry her, whic ff 
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refaſed;atid upon revenge thereof, ' ſhe went to a juſtice, 
and ſwore a, tape againſt Bim, Which is death by the law. 
George hearing this, went into the priſon Where ys Meng 
man was; and inſtructed him how to behave befofe - 
judge. So in the time of the trial George came in, W 
the judge was crying to the man, but never a word he 
could get him to anſwer, or tell whether he was guilty or 
not. After the judge had given him over to be deaf and 
dumb; others fell a #hoaring in his ears, but never a word 
he could ſpeak. Then the judge perceiving George, call- 
ed him; laying, George, do you know what is the matter 
with this' man? © Yes, I do very Well; What is it, ſays 
the judge ? © Why, ſays George, Ihe woman made ſuch 
* anole and crying when he was raviſhing'her, it has put 
the poor man quite deaf I aſſure you.“ Is it ſo ſays the 
judge? No, no, ſays the woman, my lord judge, yo 
may believe me, I lay as a lamb, and never ſpoke a word 
all the time.” Very well confeſſed, ſaid the judge, and 
you have ſworn a rape againſt him! Go, take the whore 
to Newgate, and ſet the poor man about his -bufineſs,? 
e > 3, 


- ; bo + L L 
3: ? 4 7 7 . * P * p — — * * 
„ EE LEA. 194}; 
: „ FOID © a} Be Mus Fats? 8 1 EN? 131 £5 
1 3 . : . i 1 2 5 A * 4 4 » by 71 9 » a 5 . 1 . * N ” 
„ „ r wad Zo ant? wt nei orenl's HY 
4 "Y J i 2 P 1 L 1 2 8 1 * 5 n 2 
7 { > : A FPS * : 7 38 { Fi: y 4 BY 7 gh £ „ * ; - Eng? _— ua 
; l ; ; Wh . 7 2 i * atk #44 5 - * 4 249 * * 7 7 0 . * - K 7 7 F a a 
* ; 4 ; ” * 1 : . of ; 15 "of ” 127 * 0 „ oY 1 * 1 {4 4 F 


EORGE happened one night to be in company with . 
CI a biſhop, and 15 they fell 5 argument ae reli? 
gion; wherein George got the better of him, and the bi- 
hop himſelf found he was wrong; then one of the com: 
dan y addreſſed himſelf to George inccheſe words, Thou 
Scot, ſaid he, ought not to hàve left thy country For 
hat, ſays George, Becauſe chau haſt brought. All the 
knowledge in it along with thee; No, no, ſays nen 
The ſhepherds in Scotland will argument with any bi- 
hop in England, and exceed than wi gy far in know- 
b: 333 e Engliſh clergy took this as a great affront, 
and ſeveral noblemen affirmed it to be as George had faid. 
Wagers were laid thereon; and three of the Engliſn clet- | 
gy were choſen and ſent away to Scotland, to diſpute it 
with the ſhepherds, accompanied with ſeveral gentlemen 
ho were to bear witneſs of what they heard pals between 
them. Now George knowing what way they were gone 
ook another road, and came into the Scots bounds be- 
dre them, made up his acquaintance with a»ſhepherd at 
the border whoſe paſture lay hard by the way 3 


* = 


— 


10 The WITTY EXPLOTFS. 
the clergymen were to paſs, and here George mounted 
himſelf in a ſnepherd's dreſs, and when-he ſaw the clergy- 
men coming, he conve yed his flock to the road ſide, where 
hg,fell a ſinging a Latin ſong: and fo to begin the quarrel 
Ode of them aſked him in French, What o'clock it was ?? 
To which he anſwered in Hebrew. It is directly about 

© the time of the day it was yeſterday at this time.“ Ano- 

 _ ther aſked him in Greek, What countryman he was!?“ 
To which he anſwered in Flemiſh, * If you knew that you 

© would be as wile as myſelf.? . The third aſked him in 
Dutch, Where was you educate ? to which he anſwered 

in Earſe, Herding my ſheep between this and Lochaber ;* 
This they begged him to explain into Engliſh, which he 
accordingly did. Now faid they one to another, we need 

not $0 any farther. What, ſays George, are you butchers ? 
VII fell you a few ſheep. To this they made no anſwer, 
but went away ſhametally, ſwearing, that the Scots had 


we have no 


er 317 * 


5 1 or the devil had taught them it, for 
ſhare here bit ſhame. 


Aſter that George had ended the diſpute ith the Eng- 
Tiſh clergymen, he ſtript off his ſnepherd's dreſs and up 
through England with all the haſte imaginabe, ſo that he 
arrived at the place from whence they ſet out, three days 


— 


p * 
1 
* 


i 


befere them, and went every day, aſking if they were 
* come, ſo that he might not be ſuſpected. Now upon their 


more, to hear what news from the Scottiſh. ſhepherds, 
came crowding in to know what was done. No ſooner 
had the three gentlemen declared what had paſt between 
the clergymen and the ſhepherds whom they found- on 
the Scots border, but the old biſhop made anſwer. And 
think you, ſaid he, that a ſhepherd could anſwer- theſe 
ueſtions ? It has been none elſe but the devil, for the 
Scots miniſters themſelves could not do it: They are but 
ignorant of ſuch matters; ' a; parcel of beardleſs boys, 
Then ep bt it was time to take ſpeech in hand. 
Well, my lord biſhop, fays he, You call them a parcel 
dsf ignorant beardleſs Boys, you have a great long beard 
yourſelf, my lord biſhop, and if thẽ grace of God were 

it all, and that will be quite averſe to ſcripture, 
ſays the biſhop, are you a Scot ? 8 George, I 
am a Scot; Well, ſays the biſhop, and what Is, the dit- 


gone through all the nations in the world to learn their lan- 


arrival, all that were concerned in the matter, and many 


meaſured by beards, you biſhops, and the goats will have xi 
0 What, 
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ference between a Scot and a ſot? Nothing at preſent, ſays 
George, but the breadth of the table, (there being a table 
betwixt the biſhop and Gorges) ſo the biſhop went off in 
a high paſſion, while the who 

their jaws. with laughter, 


* . 4 


About this time there was an act of parliament” for the 


benefit of murderers, that any perſon who committed mur- 
der, if they forfeited five hundred merks, which went un- 


der the name of KIN-BOOT, becauſe ſo much of this 


fine went to the murdered perſon's neareſt relations, as the 
rice of blood, the murderer got a remit. Now George 


nowing this to be contrary to Mofes' laws, was very 


much grieved to ſee ſo many pardons ſealed with the kings 


hand for murder, almoſt one every week; it being fo uſual 


for the king to ſubſcribe them, that he would not read them, 
nor enquire what they were; for which cauſe, George 
writes a right to the crown, and ſent it in to the king to 

ſubſcribed, which he actually did, and never looking what 


it was, returned it to George: No ſooner had he received 


it, but he goes to the king, and told him it was not time 


for him now to be ſitting there, whereat the king greatly 


amazed, Itarted up; then On in a great haſte ſet him- 
ſelf down in the king's chair foi 

king; ſaying, © You who was king muſt be my fool, for 
I am now the wiſeſt man.” The king at this was great- 
iy offended, until George ſhewed him his ſeal and ſuper- 


ription ; but from that day forth the king knew what he 


ſub cribed. 


The next pardon that came to -be ſealed by the king, 
was to a-gentleman who had killed two men before, and. 
had uns pardons for them by money. This being the 
third, the king looked very ſilent in looking over the peti- 
tion. George ſtanding by. aſlced the king what he was 

oing to ſeal now? To which he anſwered, It is a remit 
or a man who has killed three men at ſundry times, I gave 
him two remits before. O! ſays George, He has killed 


but one man: and who killed the other two, ſays the king? 
You did, ſays George; for if you had Yiven him juſtice 
|| when he killed the firſt, he had killed no more. When the 


king heard theſe words, he threw down the pen, and de- 


clared, that ſuch an act to ſave a murderer, - ould be null 


eyer after by him. 


One 


e multitude were like to ſplit 


rthwith declaring himſelf 
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One day after this, George having no money, he goes 
away and gets a pick and ſpade, and then falls to digging 
at a corner of the king's palace, which the king perceiy- 
ing from his window, calls what he was wanting. there? 
Are you going to undermine my houſe, and make it fall? 
No my ſovereign, ſaid he, but it is verily reported, that 
there is plenty of money about this houſe, and where can it 
be ſays George? I cannot find it; for it is not within the 
- houſe to do me ſervice, then ſurely it muſt be below it. O 
George that is a crave after the-new faſhion ; what money 
you want I will order it for you. Then my ſovereign 1 
will dig no more V 


* 
N 8 x 


n One time after this, Geor e being in the country, he 
came to an inn where he alighted to refreſh himſelf and 
his horſe; the inn-keeper charged him double price for 


every thing he called for; Georg never grumbled at 


this,, but gave him all his demands, -and away he goes 
on his journey; and where he quartered the night fol- 
lowing, he was uſed after the ſame manner, if not worſe. 
Now George having little farther to go, he returned the 
next day, and came that night to the inn where he re- 
. freſhed himſelf the day before; fo. when he alighted, 
the boy aſked him, Sir, What ſhall T give your horſe? 


What you will boy, ſays George. No ſooner had he 


gone into his room, but the drawer aſked him, hat 
Will you have to drink Sir? What you will ſays George. 
The maſter of the inn came into his room before ſupper, 
alked him, What will you have for ſupper Sir? What 
you will Jandlord, ſays George. Now after ſupper be- 
ing ended, and a hearty bowl to put all over, George 
went to bed, and got up pretty early in the morning, call- 
ed for the boy to make ready his horſe in all haſte, for 
he deſigned to mount him and go directly: fo in a ſhort 
time went into the ſtable where the boy was, calling for 
his horſe and mounting him with all the ſpeed he could, 
gn tne boy a piece of money ; ſaying, ' Here my boy, 

s is for your care-taking of my horſe, I have p ior 
all T called for in the houſe, and off he goes. Now about 
. mid-day. he alighted again at an inn to refreſh himſelf 
and his horſe, and there he chanced' to be in company 
with his other landlord, where he was the night before, 
who charged him with the double recksning; ſo George 
addreſſed himſelf to him after this manner: Sir, ſays 
"George, I do believe I was in your houſe e're yeſter- 


night, 
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night, O yes Sir, T mind of you pretty well : And 
where was you laſt-night? Laft night! ſays George, I 
was in one of the fineſt inns, and with the crvileſt landlord I 
ever had in my life; they brought all things I ſtood in 
need of unto me, without calling for it, and when I came 
off this morning they charged me nothing, and I paid no- 
thing but ſixpence to the boy for raking my horſe. Blood 
and wounds, ſays the old fellow, then I will go there this 

night. Ay, ſays George, do, and mind this when they aſk + 
you what you will have for yourſelt and your horſe, an- 
wer nothing but what you will Sir. Now George ſmiled 
within himſelf, to think how he had got the one extorti- 
oner to, take amends of the other. So the foreſaid inn- 
keeper rode that night until many of the people of the inn 
were gone to bed before he came in. No ſooner was he a- 
lighted from his horſe, than the boy aſked him what ſhall 
I give, to your horſe maſter? To which he anſwered, 


What you will boy, The boy hearing this, he runs away 


(leaving him and his horſe to ſtand at the door) up ſtairs 
to his maſter's room, crying Malter, Maſter, What you 
will is come again! O the rogue cries he, Where is he? 
PIl cane him! I'll what you will him by and by! and to 
him hie runs with his cane, licks him, and kicks him, un- 
til he was ſcarce able to mount his horſe, and would giye 
him no entertainment there; which cauſed him to ride the. 
whole gh of a cold winter night, after he had got his 
bones all beat and bruiſed. So the one purſued the other 
as a murderer ; and his, defence was that he was a cheat 
and à ſcorner of his houſe, until the truth was found 
Out, "ZH 1 ; 


About this time, the French king ſent and demanded 

from the king of England three men of different quali- 
ties, the one was to be a mighty ſtrong man, the other 
a very wiſe man, and the third a great fool; ſo that he 


might have none in all France to match them in their ſta- © 
tions. So accordingly there were two men choſen, the one 


a ſtrong man, and the other a wiſe man; but George was 
to act as a fool: nevertheleſs he was the teacher of the 
other two. And on their way to France, George aſked 
the ſtrong man, What will you anſwer the French king 
if he afks if you be a ſtrong man? I will ſay I am. Then 
5 George, he'll get a ſtronger man than you, who may 
kill you and affront your country. What ſhall I fay then 
faid the ſtrong man ? Wie ſays George, Tell him you 

7. | are 
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are ſtrong enough untried. Then ſays George to the wiſe 
man, And what will you ſay to the king when he aſks if 
vou be a wile man? I will tell him Jam, and anſwer all 
the queſtions I know, Very well, ſays George, and what 
if he aſk you what you do not know, then you will affront 
5 country, and be looked upon as a greater fool than 
What ſhall I anſwer then? ſaid the wiſe man, Why 
ſays George, tell him, He is only a wiſe man that can take 
care of himſelf; and I ſhall come in after you, and take 
care of you altogether. No ſooner were they come to the 
king's palace, than the king ſent for them to try them. 
The ſtrong man being firſt called for, in he- goes; then the 
king aſked him,. Are you a ſtrong man Sir? To which, he 
anſwered, * O king I am ſtrong enough uptried.* Very 
good ſaid the king. After him entered the wiſe man, to 
whom the king put the queſtion, Sir are you a wiſe man? 
To which he-an{wered, * He is only a wiſe man, that can 
© take care of himſelf.* Very good ſays the king; with 
that George puſhes up the door, and in he goes with Joud 
laughter, piſſes directly in the king's face, which blinded 
and his eyes, and ſet the whole court in amaze. Now, 
now, ſays the king, It is true enough the wiſe man ſays, 
for if I had taken care of mylelf, I needed not been piſſed 
upon by the Engliſh fool. O ho, ſays George, Fools al- 
ways live: to make fools of others, but wile men make 
fools of themſelves. The king imagined as much as he 
was made the grouteſt fool, and charged them forthwith to 
go home, for he wanted no more of England's ſtrength, 
wiſdom, nor folly. Fe OY > 


One night after this a Highland drover chanced to have 
a drinking bout with an Engliſh caprain of a ſhip, and at 
Jaſt, the Engliſh captain and he came to be very hearty 
cover their cups; ſo they called in their ſervants to have 
a ſhare of their liquor; the drover' ſervant looked like 
a wild man, going without breeches, ſtockings or ſhoes, 
not ſo much as a bonnet on his head, with a long peed 
rung in; his hand. The captain aſked how long it was 
ſince he.catch'd him, about two years ſince I hauled him 


5 out of the ſea with a net, and afterwards he ran into the 


mountains, where I catched him with a pack of hounds. 
The captain believed it was ſo: But, ſays he, I have a 
ſervant the beſt ſwimmer in Europe: O but fays the dro- 
ver, My ſervant will ſwim him to death. No, ſays the 
captain, I will lay two hundred guineas on it. Then ſays 


the 
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the drover I hold it one for one, and ſtakes directly; the 
day being appointed when trial was to be made. Now the 
drover when he came to himſelf, thinking what a bargain 
he had made, did mot know what to do, knowing very 
well his ſervant could ſwim none. He hearing of George 
being in town, who always was a good friend to a Scotf- 
man, he went unto him, and told him the whole ſtory, 
and that he would be intirely broken, and durſt never re- 
turn home to his own country, for he was ſure to loſe. 


Now George called the droverand his fervant aſide, and Sp 


inſtructed them how to bring him off with ſafety and gain 
too: ſo accordingly they met at the place appointed: The 
captain's ſervant ſtripped directly, and threw- himſelf into 
the fea, taking a turn until the Highlandman was. ready, 
for the drover took ſome time to put his ſervant in order; 
after he was (tripped, his maſter. took his plaid, and rolled 
a kebbock of cheeſe, a big loaf, and bottle of gin in it, and 
this he bound on his ſhoulders, giving him a direction to 
tell bis wife and children he was well; to be fure he re- 
turned with an anſwer againſt that day ſe*night : So as he 
went into the ſea he looked back to his maſter,” and crys 
out to him for his claymore. And what waits he for now, 
ſays he who was to ſwim along with him? He wants his 
ſword ſays his maſter, His ſword !- ſays the fellow; What 

is he to do with a ſword? Why, ſays his maſter, If he 
meet a whale or a monſtrous beaft, it is to defend his life; 
I know he will have to fight his way through the north 
ſeas, ere he go to Lochaber. Then cries the other, I will 

ſwim none with him if he take his ſword. Ay but ſays his 

maſter you ſhall, or loſe the wager; take you another 

{word with you. No, fays the fellow, I never did ſwim 
with a ſword, nor any man elſe that ever I ſaw or heard of; 

I know not but that wild-like man will kill me in the deep 
water; I would not for the whole world venture myſelf 
with him and a ſword. The captain ſeeing his ſervant a- 
fraid to venture, or if he did, we was ſure never to ſee hini 

again alive; therefore he deſired an agreement with the 

droyer, who at firft ſeemed unwilling; but the captain put 

it in his will; ſo the drover quit him for one hundred gui- 
neas: This he came to through George's advice. 
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TR A TER this, George being in Cornwall about ſome 


* 


I know not what 1 ſhall do, for it Was my main buſineſs 


the Jandlord called for aſſiſtance; 


—— 


7 


buſineſs, where he chanced to run ſhort of money, 


and not knowing what to do, being acquainted with none 


in that country, and knowing his landlord to be loyal to 
the government, and a great favourite to the king his maſter; 
he takes a piece of brick and brays it to a ſmall powder, 


mixed with a little Chalk, Ao that it might ſeem in colour 
like Arſenick, which is ſtrong poiſon: Then tying it up 


in papers, writing on this direction, The ſtrongeſt poiſon 
for the king, and on another paper, The flower poi- 
© fon for the queen.“ Out he goes on purpoſe, and leaves 
the papers lying on a table, where he knew they would be 
looking at them: The landlord perceived the direction; 
fo in comes George in a great haſte, and calls out,. O 
* landlord, did you ſee two fmall bundles I have loſt, and 


I to take them to London.“ O you murdering rogae ! cries 
the landlord I will have you, hanged for what you. intend. 
- George at this made off, and was going to fly for it, and 
| o he was.apprehended 
and made priſoner of ſtate, and carried to London by a 


troop gf horſe; when the people there began to know him 


and tell what he was, his guard ſlipt away ſhamefully and 


teſt him; ſo George thanked them for their good compa- 
| ny and fafe convoy, © 2 C . 


There was a law .made againſt wearing ſwords at balls 


and aſſemblies, in the reign of king James the VI. becauſe 
they were inconvenient on theſe occaſi 


a ccaſions: But George to 
de witty on the act, previded himſelf with a very long 
ſcabhard, and got himſelf introduced to a ball where the 
king and his court were preſent; George made ſeveral 
turns thro? the company, 22 ſcabbard hit againſt 
their-ſhins, and ſometimes ſli pt it below a lady's fardingale 


and in ſhort, moleſted the company ſo much that he was 
taken notice of, and ſeized as a perſon who had incurred 
the penalties of the act aforeſaid. But George excuſed 


himfelf. telling them, that the law was only againft ſwords, 
and as he only wore a ſcabbard, was no ways liable. At 


ſeeing this, the king and his court were convinced that the 


law Was imperfect, and that George had more wit than 


themſelves. by. ; 
_— . George 
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fuſing to comply with his demand, was charged before a 
judge; but in the mean time made his affair known to 
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George one day cafing himſelf at the corner of a hedge, 


was eſpied by an Engliſh *ſquire, who began to mock him, 
aſking him, Why he did not, keckle like. the hens ? Bur 
George, ' whoſe wit was always ready, told him, He was 
afraid to keckle, leſt he would come and ſnarch up the 


0 Which rebuff made the ſquire walk off as mute as 
J EL, e 


; George was profeſſor in the college of St. Andrews, and 
ſlipt out one day in his gown. and ſlippers, and went to his 


travels through Italy, and ſeveral other foreign countries, 


and after & ven years, returned with the ſame dreſs he went 


off in: and, entering the college, took poſſeſſion of his ſeat 
there, but the profęſſor in his room quarrelled him for ſo 


doing. Ay, ſays George, it is a very odd thing, that a 
man carnot take a walk out in his Kppers, but another 


will take up his feat. And ſo ſet the other profeſſor about 
his buſineſs. * N TCC 8 


George was met one day by three biſhops, who paid him : 
the following compliments. Says the firſt, Good day fa- 


ther Abraham; fays the ſecond, Good day father Iſaac; 
favs the third, Good day father Jacob. To which he re- 
plied, I am neither father Abraham, father Iſaac, nor 
© father Jacob; but I am Saul the ſon of Kiſh, ſent out to 


E ſeek my father's aſſes, and lo! I have found three of 


them. Which 
had miſtaken their man. 


Which anfwer convinced the biſhops, that they 


— 
MS 


A poor Scotſman dined one day at a public bout in 


London upon eggs, and not having money to pay, got 
eredit till he would return; the man being lucky in trade, 
2 vaſt riches; and after ſome years returned, and 


calling at the houſe where he was owing his dinner of 


eggs, aſſced the lar dlord what he had to pay for his din- 
ner of eggs, he had from him ſuch a time; but the land- 


lord feeing him now rich, gave him a bill of ſome hun- 


dred pounds, telling him, as his reaſon for ſo extrava- 


would have been chickens; and theſe laying more eggs, 
would have been more chickens; and ſo on multiplying 
the ehe and their product, till ſuch a time as their 

ould amount to the fam he charged. The man re- 


B 3 George 


gant a charge, That theſe eggs, had they been hatched; - 


) 
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' . George Bachanan his countryman, who promiſed to appear 
in the hour of cauſe ; which he accordingly did all in a 
eat, with a great baſket of boiled peaſe: Which appear- 
- ance ſurprized the judge, who aſked him what he meant 
by theſe boiled x ſays George, I am going to ſow 
them: When will they grow? ** the judge. They will 
grow when ſodden eggs grow chickens, Which anſwer 
convinced the judge of the extravagance of the Engliſh- 
man's demand, and the Scotſman was afloilzed upon paying 
two pence half-penny. 


There was a bell at Dalkeith, which the pow h cle 
made uſe of to extort confeſhons from the ignorant people 
im the following manner: They told the perſons whom 
they ſuſpected guilty, that the bell would rive at the touch 

of a guilty perſon ; but if not guilty, it would not; by theſe 
means they generally frightened the ignorant into confeſſi- 
on; for if the bell would rive, the perſon. was then to be 
condemned to death : But they managed the matter ſo, that 
the bell was never put to trial, till George did as follows, 
He was taken up for ſaying, That the Pope was fallible 
himſelf; and could not pardon the fins of others ;* 
George owned he ſaid fo, but would refer to the bell whe- 
ther — uilty or not. The prieſts, though unwilling, 
were 8 to comply. George touched the bell, re- 
peating as before, The Pope is. fallible and cannot pardon 
* fin;” moreover added, The Pope and popiſh clergy are 
_ * 3mpoſtors;” and thereupon touched the bell, referring to 
it for the truth; but the bell not reming, the prieſts were 
dliſgraced as impoſtors, and he was honourably acquuted, 
and the bell was laid afide.. 7 


George defired a member of the college of St. Andrews 
to lend him a book; the other told kim, he could not poſ- 
{ibly ſpare it out of his chamber, but if he pleaſed he might 
come there and read all the day long. Some time after, the 
lame gentleman ſent to George to borrow his bellows ; 
but he ſent him word, he could nor poſſibly ſpare them out 
of his chamber, but he might come there and blow all the 
daay if he would. 8 . = 


A ſcholar at the grammar ſchool of St. Andrews, com- 
ng mto a room where his maſter had laid down a baſket 
of fine cherries for his own eating ; the waggiſh boy takes 
| it up, and. cries aloud, I publiſh the banns * 

. . © IN rries 
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the delinquent had done, I publiſh the banns between this 
boy's breeches and my taws ; If 1 know any juſt 
cauſe or impediment why theſe two ſhould not be joined 
together, let them declare it. George pong by in the 
mean time, overheard this proclamation, I forbid the 

cried he. Why ſo? ſays the ſchool-maſter: Becauſe the 
parties are not. — 

pleaſed the maſter, that the boy was ſet down without any 
puniſhment, 708 Be FR e IL 2, 


A young gentleman that wanted to be witty on the fcrip- 


tures, eating ſome cheeſe full of mites one night at a ta- 
vern; Now, ſaid he, I have done as much as Samſon, for 
I have flain my thouſands and ten thoufands. Yes replied 


George, who happened to be in his company, .and with 


the ſame weapon too, the jaw-bone of an aſs; which anſwer 


ſer the whole company a laughing, to ſee the young gentle- 


man beat with his own weapon. PE 


: [ X | | a * a 
George being in company where three biſhops were pre- 


fent at inner, me knowing George to be a great ſcholar 
and comical withal, 
which he did as follows, 
Here are three brethren of the coat, 
Who for thy bleſſings thank thee not: 
Curſe them Lord, and bleſs them not, Amen. 
Fall on gentlemen, the cauſe is good. This grace made 
the biſhops look like fools to one another, while George 


a — o 


laughed heartily at the confuſion they were in. 


A candle-maker having had ſome candles tuen wancell.- 
ing it in a company where George was preſent, who bade 


him be of good cheer, for in a ſhort time, ſays he, Fam 
aſſured they will come to light. T7 393 


George being ſent to Paris about ſome buſinefs, went 
from thence to Verſailles to ſee the French king's 2 | 
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cherries and my mouth, If any know any juſt cauſe or im- 
pediment, why theſe two ſhould not be joined together, let 
them declare it. The maſter being in the next room, over- 
heard all that was ſaid; and coming into the ſchool, he or- 
dered the boy who had eaten his cherries to be taken up, 
or as he called it, hors'd on another boy's back: bur before 
he proceeded to the uſual 1 he cries out aloud as 


banns 


replied he. Which anſwer ſo 


they put upon him to ſay the grace, 
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and being known there to ſeveral of the. courtiers, who 


had been at the Engliſh court, one of them took occaſion | 


to tell the French king, that George was one of the wit- 
tieſt men in England upon which the French king deſired 
to ſee him, which he did; but George, it ſeems was out 
of humour,: or at leaſt ſeemingly ſo, ſpoke but very little to 
tlie purpoſe; ſo that che French king told the nobleman 
that commended him for ſuch a wit, that he looked upon 
him as a very dull fellow 3 but the nobleman” aſſured the 
king, that whatever he thought of him, George was a very 
witty and ingenious man; whereupon the king was reſol- 
ved to make further trial of him, and took him into a great 
gallery where: there were abundance of fine pictures; and, 
among the re{t:{hewed him the picture of Chriſt on the 
craſs; and aſked: him, If he knew who that was? but 
George made himſelf very ignorant, and anſwered No. 
Why fays the king, I will tell you if you do not know; 
This is the picture of our Saviour on the croſs, and that 
on the right hand is the Pope's, and that on the left is my 
on. Whereupon George replied, I humbly thank your 
majeſty for the information, for though I have often heard 
that qur Saviour was crucified between two thieves,” yet I 
never know who they were before. 


F 
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A ſharper who had acquired vaſt riches by cheating, 
told George that if ſuch a thing as a good name were to be 
purchaſed, he would freely give ten thoufand pounds for 


* 


8 * 
— 


one. Sir, ſaid George, It would certainly be the worſt 


money you ever laid out in your life. Why ſo ſaid the 
ſharper ? Becauſe anſwered he, You would loſe it in leſs 
% ͤͥ (K ⁵³Ü¹A.1 FO, 08 WTR eT 
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One aſked George, Why men always made ſuit to the 
Women, and women never to the men? Why, ſays he, 


Becauſe the women are always ready for the men, but the 


men are not always ready for the women. 


melting gold, one of them aſked e if he would 
have bis hat full of gold? George readily accepted, but 
it burnt the bottom our of his hat, as they knew it would, 
and for that bout they fooled George However, George 
to be even with them, bought a fine large hat, and cauſed 
a plate of copper to be put betwixt the hat and the lin- 
ning; and returning next day, they jeſtingly atked — 
> * 2745 * E 


Seorge went into the mint one day, when they were 
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to return it, he exc 


ſet hares, and 
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he. would have another har full of gold? be f 


would: They gave it red hot, and George now laugh d at 


them in his turn; telling them, That this new hat was a 
good one, and ſtood fire better than the old one, and ſo 


carried it off honeſtly ; and being afterwards proſecute for 
uſed himſelf, telling the judge, That he 

took nothing but what was given him; and therefore he 

was — 

at. "vgs x 


2 N N w ; . '' * ; 3 | 

. In the reign of King James the VI. George dining, one 
day with the lord Mayor, after two or three healths the 
miniſtry was toſſed ; but when it came to George's turn to 


drink, he diverted it ſome time by telling a ſtory to the 


porn who ſat next him; the chief magiſtrate not ſeemg 
is toaſt go round, called out, What ſticks the miniſtry at? 
At nothing, cries George, and fo drank off his glaſs. , - 


- George being one day along with the king and his nobles 
a-hunting,. and being but very ſorrily mounted; when he 
was ſpurring up his horſe, he obſerving the horſe to have a 


trick apy down on his knees, George immediately 
e 


thought how he ſhould make uſe of that very thing to di- 
vert his majeſty; therefore pretended that his horſè could 

. — ſome hare- ſeats, rode that way to 
ow the company the truth of what he affirmed; but when 


he had found the hare, by pooling us horſe a ſpur he im- 
t 


mediately clapped down;; this he repeated ſeveral times, 


till he put the whole company in belief that what he ha 


faid was true; and one of the noblemen being charmed 
with the performance of George's horſe, Would haye 
George change with him. George ſeemed at firſt unwill- 
ing to part with his horſe ; but at laſt was prevailed upon 
to part with him for the nobleman's horſe, and a hundrec 


y acquitted, and the others heartily laughed 


PS 


guineas to boot. But afterwards riding — ver 


pretty deep, the nobleman ſpurring his new 

clapped down on his belly; which George ſeeing, called 
out to the company to return with the dogs, Fon. noble- 
man's horſe had certainly ſet a hare; which ſet the whole 
company a laughing: The poor nobleman, was obliged to 
leave his horſe ſet in the water, and waddle through on 
foot, all wet to the ſhoulders.” - e Arr es © 
A Scotſman being reduced to poverty, made his court 
to George to put him in a way; George told pak ug 


2 Thewirrr EBxptonrrs © 


C 
e means the poor fellow was enriched, aid afterwards 
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Way of Paris; as they were | Ive 


Mary, an 
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| ambaſſador, Don't you think but ſhe. looks, as ſhe were 


angry? O yes, ſays George, She is angry when ſhe. ſees 
ing and Frenchmen in Ee and unity one 
with another. No, no, faid the French King, She loves 
nothing better than the reconciliation of enemies: Peace 
and unity is her delight. Then George gets in below the 


ſtatue, and looks up: O ſays George, I know-what. is 


the matter now, Some body has driven a great nail in 
her arſe; I ſee the head of it ſticking out, it would ve 
any living be's a piece of wood.“ At this the king was 
greatly enraged againſt George for calling her a piece 
of wood; and nothing would ſatisfy the king, unleſs 
that Gearke would fa | | 
craye mercy of her for the blaiphemous re- 
proaches wherewith he had reproached her. Then George 
cries out, O may it pleaſe your majeſty to omit it at this 
time, I dare not look her in the face, ſhe frowns en me 
* with ſuch an angry countenance, this dutiful command 
of yours mult be delayed until I return from wack and 
then 1 ſhall fulfil your demand, in paying all dutiful reſ- 
pect and worſhip unto her, according to what ſhe is 80 
here the ambaſſador ſtood bound for George, that he ſhould 
perform this piece of worſhip at his return, according to 


the king's pleaſurſee.. e 


Now during their ſtay in Italy, they changed to be in 
a nobleman's houſe where th 


cauſe of a be that haunted e houſe for the ſpace of 
200 years before that time, i chat no ſervant could work 
any kind of labour in e about the houſe for it, except 
cooks; for what they vulgarly called a Brownie, it did al! 
itſelf, and would ſuffer no fellow-Jabourer to work along 

with it. On the next morning, George. got up pretty ear- 
7 called for water to waſh himſelf; then directly comes 
the Brownie with a/bafbn of water in the one hand, and 
a clean cloth in the other. George perceiving him haye 
ſuch a pale ghoſt countenance, not to be an earthly 
creature; ſaid; Of what nation art thou? To which it an- 


twered in Gallic or Earſe, A countryman of yours Sir. 


The ambaſſador ſmiled, and joked George, telling him, 
It was a devil, and how could it be a countryman of his ; 

O ſays George, EL willſhow you the contrary of that, for 
the devil dare not {tay in our country. George having 
waſhed -himſelf, it came again to 12 away the baſon 
and water; then ſays George, And how long is it ſince 


down and wary the Virgin 


y kept but few ſervants, be- 
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you left your own country? About 250 years ago, ſays it. 
Then certainly ſays he, Thou art Nee ond Yo. Kr og 
ly creature. To which he anſwered,  _ * 
I am what J am, and a Chriſtian too. IM 
Then I am what I am to conjure you. (ſays George. 
lee taking a handful of water, and. throwing it upon 
the old withered face of it, repeating the form of the words 
of baptiſm in Earſe; ſaying, If thou be a Chriſtian, thou 
art old enough now to be baptized. No ſooner had he 
_ done this, but it went off weeping and crying, O! let ne- 
ver a rogue put truſt in his countryman after me. Now ] 
_ fays George, I told you the devil dare not ſtay in my coun- 
try, nor yet look a Scotſman in the face in his own. What! 
ſays the Italian lord, Do you imagine that this is the de- 
vil's own: country? It appears fo, ſays George, for he is 
the oldeſt reſidenter in it I know ; but my lord faid he, and | 
it it pleaſe your grace, I think the clergymen are very ſcant | 
in this country, when you have kept the devil ſo long for 
a chaplain. The nobleman unto this gave no anſwer, but 
expreſſed his forrow to be very great for the loſs of his 


* 


Brownie. 


0 3 5 J : | is . I « e. t 
No the ambaſſador having done his buſineſs in Italy, 
they returned homeward ; and on their way the ambaſſador | f 
began to queſtion George, How he thought to eſcape Pa- v 

_ .. Nis without committing idolatry? No, no, ſays George, I a 
never did worſhip any image, nor never ſhall ; but I ſhall a 
make them worſhip the worſt that is in my guts. No ſoon- ca 
er were they arrived at Paris, but George leaves the am- W 
baſſador, and goes directly to the Virgin — _ in 

_ _.. over the rail to e ground (as they termed it) where - yo 
on ſhe; ſtood, where few durſt go but prieſts and friars; his 

| = there he looſed his breeches, and made ſuch a groan- ch 

_Ing eaſing himſelf, that he was heard at a diſtance by the as 

" priefts and friars who were walking near by; and they hin 
= _ Perceiving this heinous abomination, ran upon him like a © wa: 
| pack.of *hounds, and carried him before the cardinals and coa 
father confeſſors, where he was allowed to ſpeak for him- © noi; 
-lelf, which he did as follows: May it pleaſe your. moſt I airs 
excellent worſhips to hear my reaſons. before you pro- WI 
_ © nounce my. ſentence to be put in execution againſt me. It © my 
vas my fortune to be paſſing thro? this city a few months ¶ you 
* ago with the Britiſh ambaſſador on our way to Italy; and you 
* one day being walking in the king's garden, in 8 then 
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of the king and many of his nobles, who can bear witneſs 
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© to the truth of the ſame ; I being ignorant of your tradi- 
© tions and rites of religion, foolihly offended, reproach- 


© ing the Virgin Mary to her face; and ever ſince ſhe. has 


© plagued me with boundneſs in my belly, that I have 
+ void nought but clean hach; ſo now on my return, I 
went and implered her to open my fundameat, and the 
has done ſo; I being overjoyed with the miraculous heal- 
ing, in getting paſſage in her preſence, left it as a me- 
* morial of the miracle iu that place.“ When hearing this, 
they all with one conſent, lifted up their hands and bleſſed 
the Virgin Mary, for the wonderful miracle ſhe had done; 
and ordered George to go about his buſinefs, and declare 
unto all what was done unto him by the Holy Virgin, for 
the confirmation of their religion. So all the devoted Ro- 


mans came to view his dung, and worſhip: over it; the 
king himſelf kneeled down and worſhipped, bowing his 


body over it, in preſence of. many people; and alſo cauſed 


the miraculous cure. 
_; 


0 


a holy-day to be obſerved through all his dominions, for | 


. Now George being A long time abſent from Britain, he 
thought fir to go and viſit the king and his court in diſ- 
Ra Ke meeting with an old man driving two old horſes 


oaded- with cbals to fell; George here makes a bargain 


with the old man, for the loan of his clothes, his horſes 


and coals, whip, and every thing for to complete him as 
a real coal driver; ſo away he goes in this dreſs, until hes 
came before the king's palace, where he began to cry 


with an audible voice, Buy coals, buy coals ; better buy 
than borrow.” Now the king being in company with his 
young chaplain, who was a foundling, that none knew 
his original; and had been foſtered and. educated' out of 
charity by the king's father, yet he was become as proud 


as Lucifer, and as proud in his own conceit_as the king 


himſelf. Now the king knowing George's voice, tho“ he 
was in a coalman's dreſs, deſired the chaplain to aſk the 
coalman why he called fo loud, making ſuch a. terrible 
noiſe. The chaplain opened the window, and with great 
airs called unto him, You, Sir, What do you cry ſo tor ? 
Why, faid George, I cry for people to come and buy 
my-coals, and give me money for them; But what do 
you cry for? What Sir, ſays the young prielt, I cry for 


you to hold your peace. Then, ſays George, come here 


then and cry for me, and go ſell my coals, and 1515 
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' know unto whom you ? Yes, I know, ſays 
; . George, Ane do not. What are you, ſays the rieſt? 
I am a mortal and ſo are you, ſays George. What is 
Jour father's name, ſince you will not tell your own? ſays 
the prieſt. You may, go aſk ,that at my mother, ſays 


Him. What! ſays the prieſt, do you not know your own 
father? I know my mother, and my mother did know my 
father ſays George, and that is ſufficient, and more than 
vou can ſay perhaps. The prieſt thinking he was comin 
5 too near him, thought to put him off with a ſcriptura 
_ q ſton, by aſking him, If he knew who 33 
 _ ©» Qdec's father? Indeed, maſter. prieſt, ſays George, Mel- 
chizedec's d * not counted, neither is yours, then 
Who can declare your generation. The prieſt at this an- 
Wer, would ſtand the argument no longer, but cloſed the 
window in great haſte, While the king and all who knew 
| _. the prieſt to be a foundling, were like to ſplit their ſides 
_ 8 ; 1o George went off with his coals, and the prieſt 
became more humble than he was formerly, for he thought 
| that every body knew who he was, when the coalman 
EB on i ITE 


be better verſed in poetry than George, laid a wager with 
. another. gentleman, five guineas againſt one, that George 
could not metre. the firſt words he. would ſay to him in 
tte morning when newly awaked out of his ſleep ; fo the 
gentleman went the night before, and told George the ſto- 
Fy, and bade him be on his guard, for in the morning they 
. would certainly come, and that right early. At digt 
ii ye will, ſays George, I will order my ſervant to let 


So the Engliſh ?{quire fat up all night conferring with his 

_ - Friends, whether to put a high verſe to him, or mean ſimple 
words; thinking that George would be ſitting up all night 

\ meditating on an anſwer ; ſo they all agreed, that mean and 

' Simple words he would not be thinking en, and have no 
anſwer provide for ſuch. Then away they came in the 
 morhing very early, with ſeveral gentlemen in company to 
hear the diverſion. George's ſervant opened the door ac- 
cCording to his maſter's orders. The ſquire entered the 


room firſt, and wakened George out of his ſleep, then 5 N 


5 hold my peace. Sell 8 2 J ſays the prieſt; do on 
pe 0 


George; for I was not ſufficient when ſhe got me to know ) 


q WS. Ss aka T8 3 2 3 FR i EE . 
3 One night after this, an Engliſſi ſquire who profeſt to 
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SF 


"hen (hh nts + 
( (To which George anſwered,) 


od thou halt loſt thy wad man, for I'm none of thoſe, . : 'S 


would match with him no more. Then another gentleman 
would hold five guineas that he ſhould give him a word or 
line, that he could not-metre at the firit anſwer, and to 


anſwer it directly as ſoon as he had done ſpeaking ; but 


George ordered him ſirſt to table the money, and then tos 


proceed, Which he did in all haſte, and ſaid as follows, 


Muy belly rumbled, and then I farted, 


(George gripping to the money, anſwered,) 


* 


A fool and his money is ſoon parted. 


+; 


Then they all cried out he was fairly beaten, and what 


George had ſaid was really true; but never would lay any : 0 


more wagers concerning poetry. 
; 0 3 4 5 2 * 72 


no 


After this, George got a letter from a biſhop, telling , 5 


him that he was coming to viſit him and take dinner wi 


him in his lodging; George ſent an anſwer, That he 
would wait upon his lordſhip at the day appointed; bur 
well did George know 'it was not for any love he had 


unto him, he was e viſit him, but to ſpy fairlies; 


therefore he thought he 


a- piece; fuch as, A groat s worth of wit, for a penny; the 


pamp 


hiſtory of the king and the cobler, and ſuch pieces as 


> ſhould give him ſomething to talk - 
about. So George ſent his ſervant-to a Bookſeller's ſhop -_ 
to buy a dozen of ſmall pamphlets, about a half- penny, 


theſe 51 taking all his own books away, and putting the 


when he aſked for | N 
biſhop, have you. no more books bur theſe ? No more, 
ſays George, but my, Bible; juſt no more. O! ſays the 
bihop, I wonder how | 
write a perfect ſentence, - when you have na other books 
than theſe. O! ſays George, do you think that I am a 


clergyman, ta borrow other men's ſermons to beautify © + 


my works: No, no, not I; all that Iavrite, I dite and me- 


you can either ſpeak plain, or 


ditate out of my ow] brain. This check concerning bor- 


rowing. put the biſhop in a cold ſweat, yet ht concealed 
his pal 


come, th. pot is on che boil, get out the meal- 
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hon.,—Then. George called to his ſervant if dinner 
was ready yet; to which he anſwered, Come, Maſter, 


pock; then 


The Engliſh *ſquire confeſſed he was fairly beat, ant 


% 
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in heir „ reſented to the bilhop, , 
light of his library.” What fays the 


286 he WITTY EXPLOITS A 
*-.__ George came into-the room where his ſervant was, and ſet 
the biſhop at the one fide of the fire, and ſat down on the 
bother himſelf; while hisfervant made a great bowl full of 
Milk broſe, and ſet them between the bifhop and George; | 
then George deſired his Lerdſhip to afk a bleſſing to what fl 
they were to receive; the biſhop did not know what he 5 
meant by a bleſhng, it not being uſual for the Engliſh to | 
do ſo; aſked at George, What it was? But George took | * 
up a great ram horn ſpoon, and put it into the biſhop's iſ | 
hand, ſaying, There it is my lord. What! ſays the biſhop; 
Call you that a bleſſing ? We call that a fpoon.” O my lord, | 
fays George, It is the belt bleſſing you can aſk, if it do not 
» -  . Come mpty. . „5 5 ; i 
Well fays the biſhop, and-how do you call that ſcalded 
meal? Why ſays George, We call it Scots broſe. O! ſaid iſ 
the-biſhop, I cannot eat it. O! ſays he, the thing we can- 
. 
; 
| 
] 


4 


Fj 


not eat we ſup, my lord: Since you are in a Scotfman's 

| houſe, you muſt partake of a Scotſman's victuals. Then, 
_ «# lays the biſhop, I always thought the Scots had lived well 

till now; 1 would not be a Scotiman for the world. O! faid 

George, if a Scotſman live twenty years, and get but nine- | 

teen ears meat, he cannot be badly off. What L not bad · x 

_ "by off, and want a year's victuals ſaid the biſhop ? upon my 

word of honour, if I wanted one days victuals, 1'd be ſme 

do die the next. O! ſays George, We drink water when 

wwe cannot do better, and that puts us in remembrance of 
=. + wealth, for a diſh of contentment is good cheert. 

HA ben aid the biſhop, I will drink water too if it be 

bor the memory. Ay, do, faid George, and you will re- 
member me When you do fo. Now, after dinner, the 
'- _ biſhop took his leave of George, and deſired him next day 


to come and dine with him. 


* ; 
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'ATEXT day; George according to promiſe, went to the 

=. N. bibo 's lodging: but no ſooner did the biſhop fee 

nl. George, than he ſaluted him with theſe words: 

t  - Your ſervant ay Pacha oa, ; : 3 
u 


2 arne m7 


W 4 ; 228 


And yet you have no bocks 0 


Hl can you have knowledge CE Er c 
WW” -- + +557 That no man inſtructs? . 5 
Eo 5 A... George anſwered.): 2 $3 
doi ert biſhops. or: 5 


3 + Your ſalutation's good. 


— 


he 


ee 


ur 


boo 


e- „ ee I, N 
dr SGooq-night, haibmaſter biſhop, 


Fa. 


- - 


. 4 : : 


Your knowledge is in your library, 5 
While others is in their hood. 


Novy, after a ſumptuous dinner; the biſhop took George at L 
inte his library, ſhewing him a great quantity of bode, "SY 
e rel Pk 4 12 | 


which George praiſed very mach, and amongſt t 
was an old Hebrew Bible, which George taking up, aſked 


at the biſhop what book it was; the biſhop, ſooking at it 


very ſincerely, ſaid he could not tell. Why then do you 
oP a book you-do not know the name of? It may be the 


to ſee the inſide of it: So he deſired George to read a piece 


of it; but when he did, he could not underſtand it: thete- 


fore he defired him to explain it, which ſentence he did as 


of black art. No, 1 do not think that, ſaid the biſhop, 
but can you tell what it is? Yes, ſays George, It is the 
Bible, tlie belt book for a biſhop I know, it he had eyes 


— 


follows, fa. ix. 19. For the leaders of thjs people cauſe 


them to err, and they that are led of them are deſtroyed.” 


| To which George added, This is the blind leading the 
blind. So taking his 9 7 of the bifhop, he parted with 
him, ſaying theſe words RN 9 Di 5h, 


— 
N . 


Of books you have great ſtore, _ 95 | 
Tet cannot read the halt of them, N 
Then what uſe are they for? 


- — 


. Many of the, clergymen in England deſired greatly te 


the biſhops aſked George, Why the people IN Scotlabd 


did not love biſhops ? Becauſe, fays George, They are like 
old beggars advanced to be rulers over barrow: men, {till 
inſtructing them in things they know, not themſelves, or- 


dering them to carry {tones to the builders, which they 


ta ſee the bahops have great lordihips for their ignorance, 


and the poor labourer have little or nothing for his toil, © _-- 
One of the biſhops looking at. George with an :angry *- 
countenance, anſwered, ſaying, Lou Scot. muſt be made a 
- biſhop yourſelf, and we biſhops made.prieſts, and-thatwill - 
flerye well for your turn” No, no, faid Gegen 
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be in company with George, becauſe of his comiea a0 
Witty expretitons ; ſo George happened one night to be 
called into a company where there were two bühops, as 
allo a prieft who wanted to be licenſed. by them One of- 


will not receive, and which they themſelves had never ® : 
Power to move; the Scots having vena wg. of this, hate 
t 


W 


Jer 2k G That wilt - |: 
_ Bot do; for if I be made a biſhop, I will have u. broken 
e e bDiſhoßps 
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- biſhops to ſerve as prieſts under me, for they are ſuch bad 
. maſters, they'll become thę worlt of all ſervants. At this 
the two biſhops left the room in a great. paſſion, leaving 
George and the young prieſt only by themſelves. Now, 
now, ſays George, This proves the biſhops to be but hire- 
lings and not true ſhepherds, pointing te the young prieſt, 
You ſee they are fled for their own Frag and here they 
© have left you a lamb, before the mouth of me a fox, and 
who knows but I may worry.yon. Run, run too, maſter 
 theep, ſays George, and if you have eyes guide them two 
blind ſhepherds down ſtairs, and over ditches, but I am 
afraid you will tumble all in a ditch together. This raiſed 
fuch an indignation in the biſhops breaſts, that they deſir- 
ed no more of George's company or converſation, 


One time after this, George being in the country about 
twenty miles diftant from London, and on his way home- 
18 fine gilded coach came up after him, which George 
being informed belonged to the biſhop of Canterbury, and 
Was ging to Eondon for his lordſhip, George addreſſes 
Himſelf to the coachman for to have a paſſage with him in 
the coach to London. So he bargained with the coachman 
tor two dollars to carry him to Bell-inn on London-bridge; 
the one he gave him in hand as he entered the coach, and 
the other he was to give him as ſoon as ever he would 1ce 
- himcomecout at the coach-door ; ſo away the coachman 
drives for London in all haſte, in which time George wrote 


tie following MOTTO. BY 
lere ſits the biſhop of Canterbury, 17: 
| Who at the ſchools difdain'd to tarry, | 
Far better ſkilPd at games than preaching, - 5 
And yet he lives by others” teaching. 
Blind, leaders of the blind indeed, 
*Tis blind and lame who chariots need. 
: Six brutes with eyes this brute do carry, 
Il! mean the biſhop of Canterbury. 
5 My feet being lame, I gave a dollar, 
To be drove in ſtate like you a ſcholar, 
For which myſelf I do abhor, 
Shame caus'd me make another door. 


Theſe lines George battered 5 5 the inſide of the coach, 
and when he came within a mile of London, took a knife 
and cut a great hole in the back-fide of the coach, where 
he came out; and to make his promiſe good to the coach- 
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« and ſee a new building, which he had lately built of fine 
free ſtone and marble. He deſired George to gueſs what 


it was built with: George anſwers, Do you think that T 


do not know what it is built with? No, you do not, ſays 
the lawyer. Yes I do, ſays George, It cannot ſtand long, 
for malice and hatred is the mortar of it, and the ſtones are 
the heads of foohſh people, pohſhed over with the tongue 
of an afs : What! fays the lawyer, Do you compare me to 
an aſs? O! Sir, do not you remember, that an aſs was 
made an advocate, and ſpoke againſt Balaam ? The lawyer 
to this would give no anſwer, but took good-night of 
_ George. 2 . : : 1 


Three merchant 2 (as they profeſſed to be) came 
Is to put a trick upon a widow-woman, © 
who kept an inn on the high-way ſide; after they had 
drunk very hearty, they deſired the woman to lay up the 
pack ſecurely, and charged her ſtrictly before witneſſes, 
to deliver it to none of them unleſs they came all toge- 
ther for it again. And in about three weeks thereaſter, 


two of them returned, and deſired the woman to give them 


the pack: telling her, That the other man was gone to 


tuch a fair with another pack, where they were all to 


meet; and that they were fellow travellers, conjunct in 


trade, and how they all had a right to the pack alike: 
Whereupon the poor ſimple woman, not dreading- any 


further harm, gave them the pack. So in a few days 
thereafter, the other man comes and demands the pack; 

t woman told him plainly, that the other two 
men had been there before, and got it away; du 3 


the honeſ 
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began to demonſtrate to the woman what great danger ſhe 
ys : 272 8 * * ] ap 
Wo.as in, and forthwith raiſed a proceſs againſt her by law, 
FF. which coſt the poor woman a vaſt of money to defend, as 
the plea continued more than two full years; and a great 
court being one day to fit upon the proceſs to decide it, 


= which would undoubtedly have been done in favour of the 
| pourſuer, the proof being ſo clear, and the woman herſelf 
_ = nor devying what the bargain was, when ſhe got the pack 
0 ein ot te 155 F 
=_ The poor woman being in great {traits, her purſe being 
= turned empty, and her attorney told her plainly, as her 
4 money was done, he could no longer defend her; the wo- 
| man once more pluckt up her heart, and weat to London 
to employ a new attorney to ſpeak for her; but for want 
of gold ſhe could get none to undertake it. George be- 
— ing in a houſe, where he heard the poor woman making a 
mournful complaint to one of her attornies, who gave her 
no comfort nor ſatisfaction; for when ſhe told him ſhe. had 
no money to ſpend, or give in defence of it, the attorney 
went away and would hear no more of the womans grie- 
vous complaint, Which made George laugh very heartily, 
while the poor widow ſat weeping like one in iffrattich, 
Poor woman, ſays George, You need not think that man 
will ſpeak a word for you, or any He, unleſs you had 
brought him a purſe of gold to looſe his tongue; but as 4 
have gat a ſcheme of the matter, you may go home, and 
_— / have patience until the time come, and then my life for 
0 yours poor woman, that I ſhall ſend you an attorney, who 
= . will dg your buſineſs for nothing. Eg 
le gave the poor woman more courage than any ſhe had 
ſpoke with in London; for every one told her that all the 
attornies in the world could not free her, _ So accordingly 
at the day appointed, George dreſſed himſelt like an attor- 
may with his gown, and every thing as he had really been 
8 25 bY 8 
The court being fenced and the proceſs read over, ex- 
pences and value of the pack, having amounted to above 
ſeven hundred pounds, was ordered to be put in decreet 
againſt the poor widow, which every one was bemoaning, 
but could give her no relief. Now George kept himiclt 
filent, hearing them all with great patience, until the ve- | 
y nick of time, he thought proper to. addreſs himſelf to 
the judges as followeth: My lords judges,. and gentle- 
men of this henourable court and company; Ihave come | tl 
© fre: London, gratis, out of pure pity to ſgeak a word or g 
tt LAY) gs 8 e e 
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two in favour: of this poor woman, who hath:exhauſted 
6 all her means in defence of a falſe accuſation charged a- 
© gainſt her; and now when her money is gone, her ſpeak · 


to modify and 


George, I have not done yet.” 


— 


| through a village, there came a great big maſtiff dog, a 
gripped him by the leg, until the blood followed his long 
teeth; George with one ſtroke. of his cane came over has 
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ers are dumb, and I ſee none to plead the cauſe of this 


6 pour widow. | Now when ſentence is upon the tapis to 
© be pronounced n her, I earneſtly deſire this court 
rop the expences altogether. It is e- 


* nough when the poor woman has the pack to pay; for 
* you all know the woman was no way enriched by it, when 


4 the other two men got it away. 


Then the 1 s attorney made anſwer as follows: 


© Sir, I woul 


Sir, have thought that you who have come from 

London, and profeſſes to be a doctor of law, ſhould know 

better things; know ye not, that he who gains the plea, 
gains his expence as well as the ſum, or be what it will? 


Yes, it muſt and ſhall be fo, ſaid the judges. Then ſaid 
George, This is all I want; which ſet the whole court a 


laughing, thinking he was a fool, and become an adverſa- 


ry to the poor woman. Giye over ſport gentlemen, ſays 4 


My lords judges, you will hear me in this, if the poor 


voman made a bargain with this merchant and other two ' 
© who were with him, for to keep that pack ſafely, and to 
deliver it to none of them, unti they were all there pre- 
© ſent; now let that man who is here at the time, go and 
© ſeek the other two, and they ſhall have their pack, for 
4 - but ſhe-will keep by her 
* firſt bargain. So I refer to you judges and gentlemen, it 
8 This made the 


5 ſhe has the pack ſafe enoug 


this poor woman be not in the rig a 
judges look one to another; and the whole court with one 


voice, declared the woman to be in the right, and ordered 


the purſuer to go and ſeek his two companions: No, no, 


* fays George, The poor woman mult have her expences, 


or ſurety for it.“ Then the judge cauſed the * to.” 
| action for 
all her trouble and expences. So George returned to Lon- 
don unknown, but for an advocate, whoſe fame was ſpreads 
over all England; which cauſed many who had law ſuits to 
ſearch through London for him, but could never find him 
| who gained the widow's law-plea. . 


be arreſted at the bar until the woman got ſatis 


George being one day in the country, and coming 
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eyes, until he fell down and died upon the ſpot ; It is well 
for thee, ſays George, that I killed thee before thou waſt 
brought to juſtice, for thou hadſt certainly been hanged for 
what thou haſt done, and thy maſter ſeverely ſined for keep- 

ing thee: The owner of the dog hearing George ſay ſo, 

went off without ſpeaking a word to George, for fear it 


had been * 


A country gentleman came one time, and enquired at 5 
George, What he thought was the reaſon he loſt every lx 
ſuit or plea he ſe his face to, though never ſo juſt a claim, 
the law. went {till againſt him? George afked him, Who he 

employed? He told him, That he was one of the beſt and 
ableſt attornies in England. Yes, ſays George, I believe 
he may beſo: But 550 you go to law again, if you have 

2 mind to win it, when you give your own attorney one 

guinea, give your adverfary's two; for theſe attornies are 
much after the nature of an aſs, they will not ſpeak right, 
if you do not throw a multitude of angels before them; 

meaning pieces of Engliſh money, calle en by name.) 
The gentleman returned in a few weeks thereafter, and 

_ heartily thanked George for his good advice, for he was 
not afraid now but he could gain any plea he took in hand, 
whether it was juſt or not. „ ee | 


AY nnd as ow ens £m ko dt 


_ Two drunken fellows one day fell a beating one another 

on the {treets of London, which cauſed a great crowd. of 

people throng together to ſee what it was; a taylor being 

at work up in a High garret, about three or four ſtories 

high, and he hearing the noiſe in the ſtreet, looked over 

= the window but could not well ſee. them; he began to 
ſitretch himſelf making a long neck, until he fell down 


* 
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aut of the window, and alighted upon an old man who i 
Was walking on the ſtreet ; the poor taylor was more | 
ad than Hurt, but the man he fell on died directiy. | | 

His ſon cauſed the taylor to be apprehended, and tried for 'F 


dhe murder of his father; the . not bring it in > 
as wilfal murder, neither could they altogether free the 

taylor; the jury gave it over to the judges, and the 8 

judges to the king. The king aſked George's advice in | 

"his hard matter. Why, ſays en Iwill give you my 4 

opinion in a minute; you muſt cauſe the taylor to ſtand 

on the {treer, in the place where the old gentleman was 1 
When he was killed by the taylor, and then let the old 

1 gentlefan' s ſon, the taylor's adverſary, go up to the 2 
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dow from whence the taylor fell, and jump down, and ſo 
kill the taylor as be did bs father; for Ican make no more 
of it. You ſee it was a great mercy for the taylor he had 
the old gentleman kglow him, elſe he had been killed on 
the ſpot, and that it. was the old gentleman's lot or misfor- 
tune to die there. The taylor's adverſary hearing this ſen- 


tence paſt, he would not venture to jump over the window, 


and ſo the taylor got clear off. 


8 E ORG E being one night in company with ſome 
I Engliſh noblemen in preſence of the king, they be- 


gay to demonſtrate ſuch a fine place as England was, both 
or beautiful buildings and fruntul fields ; one gentleman. 
ſaid, He knew a place in England, tho' they ſhould crop 
the graſs even with the ground at night, and lay down a 


crown on it before a hundred witneſſes, and againſt to- 


- 8 


8 


morrow,. you would not know Where to find it. That may 


ſeem. very ſtrange to ſome, ſays George, but it is no myſ- 
tery to me; knowing there would be enough of them who 
faw the crown-piece laid down, ready enough to come 


and take it up before to-morrow. But, ſays George, 1 
know a place in the welt of Scotland, where, if you will 


tether a horſe at night, againſt the next morning 2 will 
not ſee him. What a pox will take him away fays the 


' Engliſhman ? Only ſuch people, ſays George, as will take 


Away your crown-piece. O! ſays the Engliſh nobleman, _ 
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You know what I mean, 
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A Then lay 


another town, where there is fifty draw-bridges init; a= 


nother town, though a man commit murder, treaſen, or 
owes «ver ſo much money, if he runs to that town, and 
ets in below. a ſtair, no laws nor juſtice can harm him. 


- ys George, You talk much of towns you have 
in England, I know three towns in poor. Scotland,. for  - 
properties you have none ſuch. -Prav; ſays the. gentleman, 
What are theſe properties? Why, ſays George, .I-know - .? 
one town where there is a- hundred bone-bridges in it; 


- & 


he'. nobleman offered immediately to ſtake a hundred 
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pouads, that there were no ſuch towns in Europe, belides 
in Scotland. They deſired George to tell bur the names © 


of theſe towns, for they would find them out; and know 
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and two men were ſent to Scotland to ſee them; the firſt was 


ed for the bone-bridges there; the people ſhewed them 
ſteps almoſt between every door, of the ſculls of ſheep- 
heads, Which they uſed as ſtepping - ſtones. The ſecond 
. was a little country-village between Stirling and Perth, 


runs through the middle of the town; and almoſt at every 
door there is a long ſtock or ſtone laid over the ſtrand, 
whereupon they paſs to, their oppoſite neighbours, and 
when a flood comes, they lift their wooden- bridges 
in caſe they ſhould be taken away, and. theſe they called 
their draw. bridges. The third ws a village near Cambul- 


but there was not a ſtair in it all; ſo they returned to Eng- 
", land, and told what manner of bone and draw-bridges they 
= . were, and how there was not a ſtair in all that place, there- 
= © -fore no man could run below it. 2 | 


As George was on the road travelling to London, the 
weather being very rainy and cold, he alighted at an inn to 
refreſh and warm himielt, but the fire-lide being ſo ſur- 
rounded with people he could ſcarce ſee the fire; George 
finding this to be the caſe, calls to the hoſtler, and orders 
him to give his horſe at the door, half a peck of oylters : 
You mean oats Sir: No, no, ſays George, it is oyſters, 
and baſe is that horſe that will not eat oyſters. The people 
at the fire hearing this, all ſtarted up and ran to the door 
I to ſee the horſe eating oyſters; the moment they left their 
=_ feats, George took an opportunity to plant himſelf before 
dhe fire with a table and a cloth beſide him. In a little they 
came back again one by one, ſaying, This horie will eat 
wa or too ſaucy; ſo you may. bring them in, and 1 will eat 
them myſe k. „„ 
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Noa George being old and highly advanced in years; 
VbHbPunding his natural ſtrength and ſtate of healthy daily decay- 
ing, he petitioned king James to let him return to Scot- 
land, for to vifit his friends, and the land of his nativity; 
Which he moſt willingly granted; (not thinking his deſign 
Was never to return) for George had a great deſire to re- 
- ſign his ſoul and breath in that place of the world where 
he received them; and that his body and bones m 2 
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whether he were a liar or not. So he told their names, 


N h near Edinburgh, where they came, and aſk- 
. 


called Auchterardoch, where there 1s a large ſtrand which 


barron, which they paſt through from one end to the other, 


no oyfters : Well, well, ſays George, He is either too full 
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Haid among his anceſtors, which was counted a great ho: 


Ws 
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nour in former ages. 


Sauaccordingly George cams to the pariſh of Buchanan 
in the welt of Scotland, where he viſited all his friends an 
relations before his death, during which time the king ſent 
ſeveral meſſages for him, to return in all the haſte he could; 
but he abſolutely refuſed, telling him, That he would ne- 

ver ſee him again; which grieved the king very much to 
hear him expreſs himſelf in that. manner. Aſter this- the 
king ſent him a letter, threatening him very ſharply, if ne 
did not appear in London in the ſpace of wwenty days, he 
would ſend his lyon heralds with a party, who would bring 
him to London, whether he would or not. Unto which, as 
an anſwer, George ſent him a famous letter vf admonition, 
. anent the government of his kingdoms, and the well- 

ing of his ſoul, which cauſed * king weep very bitter⸗ 
ly, when he read it over, with the following verſe,” 
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39 My honour'd liege and ſovereign kings” / 

Of your boaſting great, I dread nothing 
to On your feud and favour, I' II fairly venture: 
r- |. Per that day I'll be, where few kings will enter, 
„ r ET 
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0 NE aſked a painter, how he could paint ſuch pretty 
: VF faces in his pictures, and yet get ſuch homely Shil- 
; | dren? Becauſe, ſaid he, I make the one by day-light, and 
y- | the other in the dark. D 
t- A country man ſowing his ground, two ſmart fellows - 
7 3 | riding that way, one of them called to him with an info» 
IN lent air: Well, honeſt fellow, ſaid be, it is your buſineſs 


e- || to ſow, but we reap the fruits of your labours, To whiek 
re che country man. replied, *Tis very likely you may, for Tf! 
be an owing hap. OG GG Hind, 7 ir Rag . = 
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S oy ENTERTAINING YE SNS, das 
S anvrher, who tid not uſd 10. be clothed very. 


well; that his new coat was too ſhort fer him: Phat is 
— true, anſwered his friend, 74 it wall be long enough xc 
Tuo chelord - Ibolars meeting. em the tact 5, . "Fi 
| Yorkſhire hoſtler; they fel} to bantering on: add told * 
„tha they: wduld prove him ba a horſe, or an 
ats; wet odaidithe haller, and I gan prove your faddle 
to be d Mule. G yd one of:them; „HD can N be? 
Beocauſt, fad che hotties, vis leer ee. 2 horſe 
and an a. NV ift ont 
A beggar ating alms onder che name of 4 poor ſcholar, 
i geacteman to whom he applied himſelf, aſked him a 
queſtion in Latin. The fellow ſhaking his head, ſaid; He 
id not underſtand him: Why, faid the gentleman, Did 
not you fay, yau was a OD ſeholar ? Ves, reh lied the o- 
ther, A poof one indeed, Sis. 0 do not underfjand 
one wore of Latin. 88 n 
A drunken fellow carryin his wiſe's Bible t to an ale- houſe: 
to pawn it for a- guarteni of gin, the man of the hobſe re- 
fuſed to take it. What a pox, laid the fellow, Will neither 
my word; ber the word of God paſs with you? 
One ſeeipg a kept whore, who made a very great ſigure, 


Aſked what 2 he had? Oh! fays another, a very good 


eſtate i in tail. 
A famous teacher of arithmetic, "whe had long been 


married, without being able to get his wife with child, one 


Said to her, Madam, Your kn is an 1 arithme- 


e his late eſis, in Co og from Holland, hap. 
nod to meet with a. violent ſtorm at fea, the captain 
Ep acht-criedto the chaplain, in five minutes more w 
6: wo * untry- / attornies . overtaking, a wW Egoner on the 


ſtall be with the Leh, the Lond Exhid, aphvered . 
nd think! ng to break” a joke gpoh bi ſhed him, 


Wy bs trc-hore was ſo fat, and "the reſt 10 hon? The | 


waggoner knowing them to be limbs: of the law, anſwer- 
| ed, That his fore-horle was 4 lawyer, and the reſt cli- 
$38 £34] GICED © 
s 2 nkeñ fenov/ h ving ſold all his good to maintain 
A his pot, except i ell in * 2 halt made a- 
15 that too; when being: reproved-for i it by lome of 
rats, Why faid he; 1 am very well, i God, and 

. why ſhpuld 1 keep my bed! * 
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8 „A gentleman ' having ſent for a carpeiterꝭs ſervant” to 


knock a naib or two in his ftady; the fetlow, after he Had 


done, ſeratched His ears, and ad, / He boped the gent 5 


man would give him ſomething to make him drink. Make 
vou drink, ſays the gentleman, There is à piekled herriag 
for you, and if that won't make you drink, I wilt give vu 


F 1556 00 3034. 14.5107 oo lot Deron of 4 
way his eſtate, and left himmſelf no furniture in the- houſe, 
but 2 ſorry bed, à lietle table, Aa few broken chairs, and 


ſome other odd things; ſeeing a parcel of thieves, WE 


knew not his condition, breaking into his houſe in the 
night, he cried out to them, Are not you a damn'd pack 
of tools to think to find 2 thing here in the dark, where 
I can find nothing-by day. lee 5 

Sir William Davenant the poet who had no neſe, go! ing 


N. 


along Ir one day, a beggar woman followee _ 
Ah! God preſerve your eye ght. 'Why-ge 


er ying, Ab! 
woman, fuld he, doft thou pray fo much for x yeh At? 


Ak! dear: Sir, anſwered the woman, If it ſhould pleaſe 


God that you grow dime ſighted, you have no place to 


hang your fpectacles on. , a ee 
A lady being afked how ſhe liked a gentleman's fing · 
ing, who had a very ftinking breath. The words are 
good, ſaid! the, hut che air is intolerable. 
A certain reverend drone, as was his cuſtom, pregching 
moſt exceedingly dull to a congregation not ned to him, 
many of them _ſlunk. out of the chureh one after another, 
before the ſermon was near ended. Truly ſaid a gentle- 
man there prefent, This learned doctor has made 3 very 
A very harmleis Iriihman, eating an appie-pye with 
bs Wie s in it; ©'Azrah f now Ras hene falt ho, if 
6 few of theſe quihces give ſuch a favour; how Would 
* an apple. pye taſte made all of qπne ess... 
An Engliſh gentleman. aſked Sir Richard Steel, who was 
an Iriſhman” What was the reaſen, that his dos | 
were ſo remarkable for blundering and making bulls? Faith 
100 the knight, I believe that there is ſomething in the air 
of Ireland? And I dare ſay, If an Engliſhman was born 


. 


— 


there he ſhould do the ſame. | e 
One aſked an e ge young ſpark, Why he would 

Tell all his land? He ſaid, Becauſe he was taking his jour- 

ney. towards heaven, and he cot 


he had left the earth · 


never come there till - - 


| e 
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Colonel Dodd, e had been one of king Charles the 
- Firſt's judges, died a day or two before Oliver, and it was 
| 123 reported every where, chat Cromwel was dead: 
N a gentleman who kne better, He has only given 
Bond to to, devil for his further appearance. + -- 
. 25 1 ae going into the kitchen of an inn, in A very 5 
x t, ſtood ſo cloſe to the fire, that he burnt his boots: 
- An; 3 rogue, who fat in the chimney corner, cried ak 


0 him, Sir, 7 will burn your ſpurs preſently, My boots 
Fon means 1 ſuppoſe ſaid the gentleman b No, Sir, replied 
ie other, they are burnt already. 

A gentleman: coming i into a choir. whers there was non 
of the beſt muſic in the world, hearing them  linging, Hare 
merey upon us; miſerable ſinners. Ay, ſays he, they on 

very we L have faid, Have mercy upon us miſerable ſin 
Bae praying in sr. PauPs cathedrals bis hat was f — 
om him; of Which when he complained to the ſtandets 
by, You. Should, ſaid onge. have watched as well as prayed, 
A man complained to his; wife ſhe: einde him nothing: 
5 Lon lie like a rogue, ſays the, for 1 bring vou boys and 
+ _- girls, without your help. | 
WT : - One ſtealing a cup out of a tavern, was laid hold on; 4 
wh 3 ſent his man to-know what was the matter; he 
93 „ told, only a ene got a cup too much: 

4 

; 


e ys he, That is my fault I and many, an honeſt man's 


efide,. | 
Dr. Bently. 8 a young lady the fine. ae in 
wr 5 — College, and aàmonglt che reſt of Shs bag s his 
on Writings, curiouſly bound. asked the lady, 55 ſno 
bed the binding? The lady LD 12 were 3 
_ | / note y handſome, but ſhe. choſe rather to 
15 6 S 
33 on the door of the bre le on the * to 
s ew - market, which was kept by two ſil ers, but n thes 
0 


t cab, and the fign taken WD. 


| Virtue and Grace dwek in this place, ara 4 
Nees An Angel kept the door; SEEDS, 
N "Jar Grace 1s dead, the Angel's fled, EG: 
15 0 Ge And Virtoe's raro'd a ec OS 
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